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John & Deborah Clewer, Wayne Pickford, Lee Dobson,
Noel Forbes and Tim Scheuer reported an exciting and
rewarding week in the Tumut/Adelong area.

to know the local
youth. We started
out on Sunday
night meeting

The week was full of variety and challenge, and ultimately enormous
four of them and

success through God'’s grace. Mission activities included conversations

in pubs and clubs, sharing with the kids in the primary and high schools, by Thursday lunch

we had started
a youth band
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speaking to a mums and bubs group, tent ministries at the local shows,

::':'\:‘agnzr;ﬁ;:::xtc'gi121‘;'2‘2'rcii:’ea”n”dr:cznh;?é ?ergiztsiobr:eakfa“’ and at least 12 of them became involved. Séeing 250 students come In this issue of Pioneer we b.egi.n an occasiona.l series on the work of Church Arrpy in planting and nu.rturing new .

enjoying God's creation along the Tumut River. in their lunchtime to hear about Jesus was very inspiring but seeing churches. Church plantlr)g is simply the creation of'new communltles of Christian faith. Thg reputation of Church planting
youth at the service on Friday night come forward and hand their desperately needs to be improved amongst Australian Anglicans. Church Army can play a vital role by showing that

Tim Scheuer summed up the mission: “Overall, the testimony from lives over to Jesus for the first time or to renew their commitment Church planting is valuable mission work that creates new faith communities among people and in places unreached

the locals was glowing. They were encouraged, challenged, harvested was simply amazing and humbling.” previously. Building the Kingdom is ultimately the goal of church planters everywhere.

and equipped. The team impressed me greatly. They were passionate, “Thanks to the creative gifts of Noel Forbes (applicant for CA E i i i i i i i i

dedicated, flexible, hard working and over the top about Jesus! It was an ofos nt . ach article will describe the successes and difficulties of a newly planted Church. They will bring you a little of the

a great privilege to work with them and to marvel at the Christ in them Training) we were able to bring with us a cross depicting the Bridge personalities involved and share with you the excitement of God's hand reaching out through Church Army evangelists.

To Life message. Numbers of youth and adults chose to express their

reaching out and touching others in a life transforming way.”

commitment to Christ by actually walking from Man’s side to God'’s .
Bayview, NSW

In early 2003 a new congregation in the nearby suburb of Bayview
was started by some members of St John’s, Mona Vale. This initiative
came from enthusiastic young adults and their families, with
leadership and assistance from Church Army and St John'’s, using
facilities at the Loquat Valley School.

side via the cross - it was powerful stuff!”

John Clewer said: “The team worked well together and indeed
individually using their specific gifts for the Lord. For us personally
it was great to go into the schools and to have such a warm and
positive response from the students and the staff. We also were
very taken with the response at the nursing home, not only during
The idea of starting a new faith community in Bayview emerged
two years earlier. Capt. Conrad Parsons was part of a home bible
study and prayer group of young adults who had a growing
conviction to do something different: plant a new church! Conrad
is now able to describe a vibrant and growing church that feels

the communion service but also in our walk around afterwards.”

The support from Rev. Harvey Sloane and his team was a significant
factor in the success of this mission opportunity, and the Parishes

have expressed their wish to continue working closely with Church

Army in missions and training. very much under God’s hand.
Church on the Hill . . .
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because “there was not a service meeting the needs of youth in the rather than us.”
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Conrad became directly involved with Bayview in August of 2003.
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R e Testament. He also knows of five school families that have been

coming to Church on the Hill, even though they do not attend
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Missions Impact 2004

Foundation Week

A Church Army team recently returned from a wonderful
experience of mission and training at Yarrabah, an
Aboriginal Community in Far North Queensland.

The mission enjoyed the support of Bush Church Aid Society and

the Australian Board of Mission. BCA was willing to provide a Gospel
Initiative Grant that made the vision for this ministry a reality. The
Church Army is truly grateful for the growing partnership of these
two organizations and specifically the financial help provided by BCA.

The team of Church Army Officers included two locals from Yarrabah,
Capt. Elverina Johnson and Candidate Cassandra Ambrym. Other
team members were Capts. Tim Scheuer, Chris Thiele, Matt Gelding
and Sister Jenny Read. The team worked closely with the Rectors of
the two congregations at Yarrabah; Rev. Wayne Connolly of

St. Alban’s and Rev. Leslie Baird of Holy Spirit.

Yarrabah was founded as an Anglican Mission on June 17, 1892.
Church Army history at Yarrabah goes back to 1937 and Sister

Muriel Stanley who was the first Indigenous Evangelist trained and
commissioned by the Church Army. Anglican history at Yarrabah is
really a mixed blessing. Along with the good news of Jesus, white
missionaries brought an insensitive imposition of their culture and

a blanket condemnation of Indigenous culture. It is heartening to see
the rediscovery of cultural dance used as an expression of worship.

It was a great privilege to be a part of the Yarrabah community

for 10 days. We found the spiritual atmosphere to be very exciting.
An extraordinary Harvest is being reaped as more than two hundred
people have come to faith in the past four months. Along with the
Harvest has also come intense spiritual warfare.

“For this son of mine was dead and is alive again..."Luke 15:24

As we had the opportunity to share Jesus, numbers of people
responded to the message and came forward for prayer. Some
prayed to receive Christ into their lives, others asked for special

Capt. Matt Gelding imparts passion for youth led-ministry

prayer in relation to issues
they were facing and
still others just wanted
to receive a blessing
from God. Many of those
responding were youth
and children. God is
drawing young people
to himself and in some
situations the parents
through the children.

Capt. Tim with a good Barra netted!

One of the young men

| prayed with was drawn
to the outreach service
in order to rededicate
his life to Christ. He had
become a Christian but
had been lured back into
the things of the world.
He confessed that initially
it had been fun but how
empty he now felt. As we
prayed together | sensed
the joy of the Father as
this son had returned.

Our presence and
preaching seemed to add
momentum to the wind
of the Spirit blowing in
Yarrabah.

“...To prepare God’s people for works of service...” Eph. 4:12

Approximately 40 people from the Yarrabah faith community took
advantage of the training we provided. The sessions touched on
subjects such as worship leading, children’s evangelism, youth
ministry, and practical skills in evangelism.

| found presenting the training refreshing because of the deep
hunger for God among the local Christians. Before leaving, one

of the participants commented to me that he felt his whole direction
in life had been changed as a result of his time spent with the
Church Army team.

“I long to see you...that you and | may be mutually encouraged
by each other’s faith.” Rom. 1:11-12

| believe one of the most important aspects of the Yarrabah
mission was the strengthening of relationships. A significant level
of trust has been established which will provide a vehicle for future
ministry together.

The Church Army looks forward to embracing opportunities to
serve among Indigenous communities like Yarrabah. We want to
strengthen our relationship with BCA and ABM as we work to help
raise up more workers for the harvest.

On the final day of our trip we had hoped to spend some time
fishing. It was the windiest day of our stay and we were unable
to get to the fish. | look forward to another opportunity to have
a go at fishing but more importantly to serve among our
Indigenous brothers and sisters in encouraging and equipping
them in fishing for men.

An Evangelistic Mission from 1932-34 conducted by English Church Army Officers throughout Australia resulted in the establishment
of Church Army Australia 70 years ago. What an impact! Jesus says, “GO!” What is it about “Going”? Why does God seem to bless these
mission endeavours! There are probably several reasons, but one fact is certain — obedience releases the power of God and Jesus says,
“GO!” Church Army missions continue to have a profound impact in 2004. The following outlines three recent CA Missions:

Baulkham Hills

Captains Trace Kennard, Peter Hewitt and Matt Gelding
joined with David Young from Children for Christ to
conduct a broadly targeted mission in the Baulkham Hills
area in western Sydney during the middle of March.

Two local high schools — Model Farms High School and Baulkham
Hills High School were a major focus for the mission, and produced

astounding results. At Model Farms HS, Peter Hewitt addressed five
separate classes, while at Baulkham Hills HS there were three large

"

| trust you will enjoy this issue of Pioneer and use it to inform
your prayers for Church Army. By the time you read this we will
have had ou 70th Anniversary Conference and conducted a one
day conference called Mission-shaped church jointly sponsored
with General Synod and NCLS. Both events featured

meetings. Peter’'s message pulled no punches; it was made very
clear to the young people that as sinners they are facing Hell, that
there is no doubt that they are sinners, and that Christ is the only
path to Salvation. Over 400 (yes, four hundred!) teenagers claimed
Christ as their personal Saviour, publicly in front of their friends and

classmates as a direct result of the Gospel spread by the CA team.

Additionally, numbers of men were converted or rededicated
their lives to Christ through meetings presented as “Secret Men’s
Business”, struggling groups were revitalized, Friday night youth
functions were held and Kids Club commenced.

HILLS H

Rev. George Lings, director of the Sheffield Centre in the UK
(www.encountersontheedge.org.uk).

| look forward to our next report when | will be able to tell you

about those important conferences. God is so good and it is so
important to tell others about Jesus. Thank you for supporting
Church Army as we endeavour to fulfil our calling.

Church Army Annual General Meeting

Church Army’s AGM, chaired by Rev. Stuart Robinson, was held

on Saturday May 22nd in the National Office at Westmead in
western Sydney. Approximately 25 members attended to take part
in the necessary formalities, including the receipt of the National
Director’s report, acceptance of the audited accounts and financial
report and election of Directors.

While the formalities are important the meeting also provided an
opportunity for fellowship, Bible reading and prayer and to learn
more of Church Army activities and personalities. Our Bookshop
Manager, Jennifer Taafe, also gave a verbal report on the past year.

In the process of electing Directors for the coming year, Rev Canon
Paul Robertson advised that he had decided to retire from the Board
and was therefore not offering himself for re-election. Both Jennifer
Taafe and Tim Scheuer expressed their thanks to Paul for his efforts
on behalf of CA, especially in some difficult times, and the meeting
expressed its appreciation. Tim and Jennifer gave thanks to God for
Canon Robertson's service.

The Directors that were elected are: Rev Stuart Robinson,

Mr Wayne Brighton, Mr Andrew Leithhead, Ms Gaye Mercier
and Mr Philip Young. They will join Mrs Robyn Atkinson,

Rev Capt Brian Mattinson, Capt Conrad Parsons and Capt Jack
Starmans on the Board of Church Army Australia for 2004/5.

The meeting concluded with afternoon tea and a chance
to meet new faces or see old friends and enjoy a scone
with jam and cream (or two!).

Church Army Finances

The financial statements presented at the AGM showed that the
year ended 31.12.2003 returned a much more stable financial result,
although conservative accounting practices for bookshop inventory
and staff leave liabilities meant a small loss was recorded.

So far in 2004 our financial management has continued this trend
of improvement, and year-to-date results are pleasing.

The Church Army is a growing movement of pioneering evangelists who declare the good
news of Jesus Christ in word and action so that many more people will follow Him and be estblished

in healthy communities of faith.

Our dream is to become the “Spearhead of the Church” as we serve the Anglican Communion through

evangelism, disciple and church planting.



